Chronic rhinitis: a manifestation of chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
Chronic rhinitis is a condition that occasionally reflects underlying systemic disease. In such cases, physical examination, nasal endoscopy, and computed tomography may be nonspecific. Diagnosis and treatment of the underlying illness may improve nasal symptoms, which may prove refractory to standard rhinitis therapy. A case of chronic rhinitis secondary to nasal involvement of chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) is presented. Biopsy was important in clarifying the cause of the rhinitis. Treatment of the CLL with chlorambucil was successful in alleviating nasal symptoms, and systemic effectiveness was reflected by a decrease in the patient's white cell count. Chronic rhinitis as a manifestation of CLL can be successfully managed through systemic treatment of the underlying disease. Biopsy can be helpful in confirming the cause of rhinitis and should be considered in refractory cases of rhinitis.